The City of the Century focuses on Chicago from "the founding" to "the fire" to "the fair" to the First World War; a period of extraordinary civic and business achievement in America and Chicago. The giants of industry are imbued with civic responsibility in addition to their private ambitions. The architects and city-builders established an aura still unmatched in American history. A great story, well told; every city can benefit from the story of Chicago.
TheAmericanCity.org's Commentary
The story of Chicago is The Fire and The Fair. The Great Fire started Sunday night the 8 th and raged through Tuesday morning the 10 th ,
1871.
Donald Miller tells of the times before the fire, during the fire and its aftermath; and the twenty two years after the Fire when the World's Columbian Exposition opened. From the near-total destruction of the City to its resurgence in front of the world two decades later is an incredible tale, well told in City of the Century. Citizen activism has always been critical to the preservation of important public resources, especially those with tremendous commercial value. The story of Chicago is replete with examples of private and public actions that helped create the city of today with its tremendous public lands and culture. The lesson is clear.
THE FAIR
The City's elite decided to compete for the world's fair that would celebrate the 400 th anniversary of the landing of Columbus. The great cities of America were interested, competing for the honor and the commercial benefit. The competition necessitated Congressional intervention, and in the end, Congress awarded Chicago with the rights to the fair to be held in 1892.
Although a year late, the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition entertained 27.5 million visitors; it is estimated that approximately 25% of the nation's population went to the Exposition over the six months of its existence. 
